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24 HOUR HOME CARE VERSUS
RESIDENTIAL CARE
Here are six things we think you should know
1 Working around you.
We work with you, while you remain in your own home.
2 The right care in your own home.
This is a proven fact that your own health can be enhanced.
3 At home with your very own Care Team.
Have your very own trained care team, solely there for you.
4 One size never fits all
We will tailor the care needs, and respect your wishes.
5 It’s your life, live it like you want to
Choose your own agenda every day.
6 Friends, Family and The Community
Stay close to your friends, family and community with
whom you have put down roots.

To arrange a free consultation in the comfort of your own
home then please get in touch. Call us now on 01634 780909
or e-mail the Bluebird Care (Medway) team at
medway@bluebirdcare.co.uk

TRUDY BOULTON RGN RM
FCFHP MAFHP
FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Tel: 01634 371910 or 07903 793 370
Painful corns removed, verrucae treated
Callous and hard skin removed
Fungal infection advice & treatment
Ingrown, involuted, thickened or
discoloured toenails treated
Diabetic & routine foot/hand care & advice

HOME VISITS, EVENING OR SATURDAY
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

SALES

SERVICE

SALT

FILTERS

Your local water softener and
drinking filter specialist
SERVING ALL OF KENT AND SUSSEX
NE

O
FREEPH

0800
999
4117

KENT 01304 606 100
SUSSEX 01444 891 004

www.hydroworks.co.uk
hello@hydroworks.co.uk

Serving Seafarers from
across the world

When

‘NO WIN, NO FEE’

When people are curt, or ignore what you say,
When others’ words hurt, and friends keep away,
Remember, God loves you

ONLY Pay KTC on Successful Planning Permission!

When life feels all empty, or weighed down with care,
We are actively taking on new enquiries, so if you have a large
When tears
come
in plenty
to share,
garden,
paddock
or parcel with
of landno
youone
feel may
have
Remember,
Godpotential,
loves you
development
large or small, please do get in touch
with a member of the team and we will be more than happy
help.
When money is tight, andtoworries
just stream,
Please call one of our Directors for more information
When nothing goes right, so you’re ready to scream,
Terry Powis on 07842 598518
Anske Bax on 07940 230741
Remember, God
loves
you
Email us: info@ktcdevelopments.co.uk

www.ktcdevelopments.co.uk

When burdened by guilt and plagued by the past,

For nearly 100 years our Catholic community has served
millions of seafarers from across the world. Seafarers spend
many months away from home and family, often exploited and
in lonely and harsh conditions. Your support will enable AoS to
continue as a mission of hope, meeting their spiritual, practical
and pastoral needs.

To advertise in this magazine please contact:

Please give generously, a donation from
you will make all the difference

Mrs Alma Payne on 01634 362896

www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

Or almapayne1@gmail.com

Registered charity in England and Wales number 1069833. Registered charity in Scotland number SC043085.
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-1Lord Jesus
When you walked with us on earth
you spread your healing power.
We place in your loving care [named petition]
and all who are affected by Coronovirus.
Keep us strong in faith, hope and love.
Bring relief to our sick,
console our bereaved,
protect those who care for us.
We lift our prayers to you Lord,
and trust in your infinite mercy.
Amen
We ask Mary Our Mother to intercede for us, as we say:
Hail Mary, full of grace

CHRIST is the MORNING STAR who, when the NIGHT of this
WORLD is past brings to HIS SAINTS the promise of
The LIGHT OF LIFE and opens EVERLASTING DAY.
Venerable Bede (673 – 735)

Authorised Person
Look at almost any wedding album and you will find a photo of the
happy couple signing a marriage register. The marriage certificate
given to the couple as legal proof of the marriage is an exact copy of
the legal marriage record in the two duplicate Marriage Registers. In
the past this part of the ceremony would require the presence of a
Registrar but in St Thomas’s church this role has been carried out by
an Authorised Person since 1970.
In the Catholic church an Authorised Person is someone the Bishop
or the Vicar General has certified to the Registrar General and the
Superintendent Registrar as authorised to be present at the
solemnisation of marriages in a specified building and whose name
has been recorded on the Official Register. Often this will be the priest
or deacon. Father John Gleeson made the first entry in the Marriage
Register, Book 1 on the 25th May 1970.
Deacon Keith Morris was an Authorised Person and he completed
many records in the Marriage Registers and also kept all the Parish
Registers up to date and dealt with various documentary work in the
parish. In 2008 his health was beginning to fail and he suggested to
Father Doug that Lawrence may take on this role. Lawrence was
appointed as an additional Authorised Person in February 2008. He
has been pleased to be able to use his talent for neat and attractive
writing in this capacity and has enjoyed being able to contribute in a
small way at many happy occasions in our Parish.
There have been 6 Marriage Registers, each with 100 entries,
completed at St Thomas of Canterbury since 1970 with a further 81
entries in Book number 7.
On 26 March 2019 the Civil Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths
(Registration etc) Act 2019 received Royal Assent and became law.
The Regulations came into force on 4 May 2021. The paper register
ceased to be the legal marriage record for marriages registered on or
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after 4 May and the local registration service has sole responsibility
for registering all marriages, both civil and religious in an electronic
register, known as RON (Registration on Line). Marriage certificates
can now only be issued by the local registration service and the
General Register Office.

This Green Thing

Authorised persons were required to close their current duplicate
Marriage Registers, place one in the parish archives, and return one
to the local Register Office. On 25th May this year Lawrence returned
the last register to the Register Office in Rochester and also submitted
a letter of resignation. The end of an era for Lawrence and for hand
written paper records of marriage in this Parish and throughout
England and Wales.
Joan Micallef

The woman apologized to the young girl and explained, "We didn't
have this 'green thing' back in my earlier days."

Lawrence Micallef at work on the Registers

Checking out at the store, the young cashier suggested to the much
older lady that she should bring her own grocery bags, because
plastic bags are not good for the environment.

The young clerk responded, "That's our problem today. Your
generation did not care enough to save our environment for future
generations."
The older lady said that she was right our generation didn't have the
"green thing" in its day. The older lady went on to explain: back then,
we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store.
The store sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and
refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over, so they really
were recycled.
But we didn't have the "green thing" back in our day. Grocery stores
bagged our groceries in brown paper bags that we reused for
numerous things. Most memorable besides household garbage bags
was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our school books.
This was to ensure that public property (the books provided for our
use by the school) was not defaced by our scribblings. Then we were
able to personalize our books on the brown paper bags.
But, too bad we didn't do the "green thing" back then. We walked up
stairs because we didn't have an escalator in every store and office
building. We walked to the grocery store and didn't climb into a 300horsepower machine every time we had to go two blocks. But she was
right. We didn't have the "green thing" in our day.
Back then we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't have the
throw away kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy-gobbling
machine burning up 220 volts. Wind and solar power really did dry
our clothes back in our early days.

-5Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not
always brand-new clothing. But that young lady is right; we didn't
have the "green thing" back in our day.
Back then we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in every
room. And the TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief
(remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Montana.
In the kitchen we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have
electric machines to do everything for us.
When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded
up old newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap.
Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut
the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power.
We exercised by working so we didn't need to go to a health club to
run on treadmills that operate on electricity. But she's right; we didn't
have the "green thing" back then.
We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup
or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink of water. We refilled
writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced
the razor blade in a razor instead of throwing away the whole razor
just because the blade got dull. But we didn't have the "green thing"
back then.

-6But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old
folks were just because we didn't have the "green thing" back then?
We don't like being old in the first place, so it doesn't take much to
cheese us off... Especially from a tattooed, multiple pierced person
who can't make change without the cash register telling them how
much.
Author Unknown
World Day of Prayer:
World Day of Prayer was celebrated differently this year. Everything
took place on ZOOM. World Day of Prayer used to be entitled
Woman’s World Day of Prayer, but it has now been re-named to make
it more inclusive!
This year’s theme was ‘Build on a Strong Foundation’ and it was
organised by the women of Vanuatu. These are the scattered islands
stretching for about 400 miles, forming a Y shape on the maps and
charts. Vanuatu is one of the first countries to start on the Day of
Prayer, helping to commence the wave of prayer.
World Day of Prayer was introduced to Vanuatu by Canadian
missionaries and it is believed that the first service was held in the
Presbyterian church at Port Vila in 1946.

Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode their bikes
to school or walked instead of turning their moms into a 24-hour taxi
service in the family's $45,000 SUV or van, which cost what a whole
house did before the "green thing."

Normally a different local church would take a turn each year to hold
this service and provide refreshments afterwards. A collection would
then be taken for the organising country which, in this case, was
Vanuatu.

We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets
to power a dozen appliances. And we didn't need a computerized
gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in
space in order to find the nearest burger joint.

From the service and from our booklets we learnt a bit about the lives
of the women of Vanuatu. Hopefully next year we will be able to have
a service in one of our churches.
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Email to the Union of Catholic Mothers from our nominated
charity which is Mary’s Meals:

Although the situation is still desperate for many families around the
world, our work won’t stop. With your support and generosity, we will
continue to keep our promise to hungry children.

Although Covid-19 is still rife across most of the world, we’re happy
that in all of the countries where we serve our life changing meals, our
work continues.
Schools in South Sudan, Zimbabwe, Uganda and Malawi have
thankfully begun to reopen but in India where the virus is currently
raging across the country, classrooms have been shut since March
2020. We are constantly reviewing the situation and doing all we can
to deliver food to those in the greatest need through community
distributions.
However, we’re delighted that schools in Zambia are open again.
We have expanded our work and are now feeding more than
301,000 children every school day across the country.
Before Mary’s Meals reached Kabila Primary School in Zambia,
eleven-year-old Gift would often skip lessons and go scavenging for
food. Now Gift knows that he can rely on a nutritious mug of
porridge every day at school.

If anyone would like to donate to our charity please contact myself
(the editor) or any UCM Member.
Alma Payne – Secretary UCM Rainham
almapayne1@gmail.com
Tel: 01634 362896
Sacrament of Reconciliation & First Communions:
Since the last magazine 21 children celebrated the sacrament of
Confession and Reconciliation for the first time. Fr Sean and
Fr Pawel assisted. I believe the First Communion candidates were
also introduced to the congregation at a recent service although they
are not visible at the on-line service. The First Communions will start
next week.
Baptism:
This year we will introduce a new approach to helping parents in their
work of passing on the faith. Parents and their babies will be
introduced to the Parish during a Sunday Mass in which we will all
renew our Baptismal Promises, the first Mass will be on the
20 June, parents please note we will also meet for Mass and
formation sessions on 11th and 18th of July.
Funerals:
23.01.21
02.02.21
07.02.21
22.03.21
26.03.21
28.03.21

Fernanda Leaney
Bryan Link
Neil McKenzie
Margaret Elizabeth Rose (Peggie)
Rachel Flora Mitchell
Jane Donohue

-9Anniversary List:
12.04.16 Mavis Lovibond
23.04.17 Pamela Farnham
03.05.18 Luisa Boorman
17.05.18 Arthur Punyer
22.05.17 Peter Cosgrove
28.05.16 Richard Ballinger
28.06.18 Michael Gannon
06.07.18 Anthony John White
22.07.18 Patricia Watkins
27.07.18 Sheila Sims

17.04.17
27.04.17
11.05.18
20.05.16
23.05.16
10.06.18
03.07.18
19.07.18
27.07.16
30.07.17
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Francis Parsons
Ellen Cooper
Dr Antonio de Souza
Mary Barry
Kathleen Finucane
Hypolito Mergulhao
Michael Smith
Charles Boulton
Ann O’Neill
Michael De Marco

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
North Downs’ sponsored Walk on behalf of Cancer Research UK
(and your chosen cause)
Organised by the Rotary Club of the Weald of Kent
Sunday 8 August
The North Downs Walk in and around Harrietsham has been an annual event for
the past 35 years, until last year when we had to cancel for the first time ever.
However, we are determined to put on the event this year. It will be a somewhat
different format BUT
•

(I have not, unfortunately, got access to anything from the church

registers so this list is not up to date for this year, funerals etc that
took place last year are not shown).

•
•

There will still be the choice of 4 routes 1,3 6 and 9 miles, all starting and
finishing at Glebe Field, Harrietsham (opposite the church), and taking in
the beautiful North Downs
It will be fully marshalled and signposted with regular checkpoints for
you and your dogs to take on refreshments,
You will still be able to retain 50% of your sponsorship for your own
cause or charity.

We are aware that parishioners have
expressed concern that they are unable to
support the ongoing costs of the parish
through their regular offertory collections at
this time while the church is closed. If you
wish to provide your regular support you
can do so by setting up a Bankers Order or by donating to the church
accounts by Bank Transfer. If you wish to do so please contact me on e-mail
chrisiles311@gmail.com or by phone on 01634 373840 [please leave a
message if the answer phone cuts in] and I will provide bank
details. Alternatively make a single donation when the church is
reopened.

However due to various restrictions one or two things have had to change;
• We cannot hire Harrietsham Village Hall as it is being used for Covid
vaccinations so we are intending using the field opposite the church as
the start and finish point using gazebos for registration.
• A knock-on effect is that we cannot provide food this year
• We will also be asking you to bring a drinking vessel to fill up at the
various checkpoints to save multi-handling of cups with the
commensurate risk of spreading Covid

Thank you for your concern
Take care and keep safe

We are still finalising the detail but intend to start accepting registrations by Mid
May. Why not check out our website

Chris Iles

https://wealdofkentrotary.org.uk to get regular updates and to find out more
about us.

We do hope these inconveniences will not put you off and are hoping for a good
turnout after almost 18 months without any real events
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Editor’s Note:
Another 3 months gone by but although it was cold for so much
longer this year, it then turned extremely hot and now we have rain
and storms. What a variety of weather!
The garden has come to life again after the long winter months.
Flowers are at last starting to bloom and, amongst other things, I
have had an abundance of beautiful foxgloves. Unfortunately, my
son’s new puppy thinks it’s her mission in life is to race through the
flower borders and if she sees me weeding tries to help by digging
all my plants up. Needless to say, she is not allowed out in our
garden on her own! Having said that Winnie is a dear little black
Labrador so full of life and fun and she loves coming to see us.
It was interesting to hear of the work that Laurence Micallef has put
in on our registers over the years and finding out what this has
involved. There will be changes coming now but thank you
Lawrence for all your hard work in the past.
There is probably not as much going on this year but I notice from
Clifford’s e-mails that there have been First Confessions with First
Communions to follow. The First Communion candidates were
introduced at Mass recently but not visible to those of us following
Mass on line. ‘Thank you’ Clifford for all your news.
I would love to hear from anyone who is involved in any of the parish
groups or indeed anyone who has news to share and would like to
write about it.
It has been very sad to say goodbye to a few old friends over the
winter months may they all rest in peace. Our UCM meetings won’t
be the same without Rae (Mitchell) who always took charge of the
coffees and the food for us. We will miss leaving things in her very
capable hands. We also lost Pat Williams, a very much valued older
member, who would have been celebrating her 100th birthday this
year.

- 12 It’s been amazing how we have all adapted to the pandemic with ZOOM
meetings and telephone calls for those without access to the internet but
nothing is quite the same as being with people. It can get a bit cold having
cups of coffee in the garden, but better than nothing!
I hope you are all keeping well.
Alma Payne
Editor Parish Magazine
Tel: 01634 362896
E-mail: almapayne1@gmail.com

Dawn Owl - An extract from Clifford’s Travels during
July/August 2020:
Friday 14 August 2020 – We departed Amsterdam Marina for
Stavoren. We headed for the Orangesluizen which takes you from
the North Sea Canal to the Markermeer, the difference in leves was
no more than 20cm (8”) and pressed on to Marken which was formerly
a small island in the Zuiderzee. It is now joined to the mainland by a
causeway. Marken is full of olde-world charme. The small harbour is
surrounded by traditional cottages built on the top of dykes or stilts to
prevent flooding. In good weather, like today, children can be seen
playing football across the harbour entrance. We enjoyed kibling and
then treated ourselves (including Barney) to an ice-cream. We
continued north into the LIsselmeer through the Krabbersgat
Naviduce (a lock taking us over the road beneath) and headed for the
old harbour at Starvoren.
A long time ago a successful, generous and rich merchant lived in
Stavoren. When he died the whole town was in mourning for a month.

- 13 His wife was secretly glad that he had passed away. She was a mean
and wicked woman and was intensely
disliked by everyone. She was never in the
office, she spent her time at home counting
her money. She had everything, but she still
wasn’t happy. So one day she called all of
her Captains together and instructed them to
sail to the corners of the world and bring her
back the most precious objects they could
find. The Captains sailed away, whatever
they brought back she could not be satisfied.
All the ships returned except one. Finally, the
last Captain returned by the Baltic coast and
loaded the purest grain that anybody had
ever laid eyes on. Each grain was perfectly formed full of the
goodness of life. But when the old lady boarded the ship and saw the
grain she was furious. She made them empty the cargo into the
harbour. She wouldn’t even let the townspeople have the grain which
would feed them all for many months. With that the mean lady threw
her ring into the sea. The Captain cursed her saying “You will regret
this one day when you will be begging for a crust of bread!” “Never!”
she screamed, “I will never beg!”
At exactly that time, black clouds obscured the sun, a terrible storm
got up, and it rained for days and nights on end. The town was
destroyed by the power of the sea, both she and the people lost
everything they had. The old lady had lost everything except the
clothes she wore. She was cold and hungry. She started to walk
through what remained of the town, but everyone remembered what
she had done and refused her even a crust of bread. She was forced
to leave the town and beg wherever she could.
Clifford Mickleburgh

Laughter is God’s sunshine. Take time to laugh for it
it’s the music of the soul.
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CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES
Most high, all powerful good Lord
Yours are the praises, the glory, the honour and all blessings.
To You alone, Most High do they belong,
And no man is worthy to mention your name.
Praised be You my Lord with all your creatures,
Especially Sir Brother Sun,
Who is the day and through whom You give us light
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour,
And bears a likeness of you Most High One.
Praised be You my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
In heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You my Lord, through Brother Wind,
And through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of
weather
Through which you gave sustenance to your creatures.
Praised be You my Lord, through Brother Fire,
Through whom You light the night
And he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.
Praised be You my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth,
Who sustains and governs us
And produces varied fruits and coloured flowers and herbs.

