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THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  (Year A) 16TH AUGUST   
 

Entrance Antiphon: A Great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon beneath her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 

1st Reading: A reading from the Book of Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 
 

Responsorial Psalm R: On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
 

2nd Reading: A reading from the First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 15:20-27a 
 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia. Mary has been taken up into heaven; the host of 
angels rejoice. R: Alleluia! 
 

The Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 1:39-56 
 

Communion Antiphon: All generations will call me blessed, for he who is mighty has done 
great things for me. 

AUGUST TIME 

 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 
5.15pm-5.45pm 
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
John Charles Magee & Family (Elaine Cottiss) 
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
People of the Parish 
Brian Buultjens†  (Mary Buultjens & Family) 
Feria  
Holy Souls 
Feria 
Padraig Lynch† (Florence Classey) 
St John Eudes, Priest 
Eileen Mills (Denise Mills) 
10.30am-11.15am 
St Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church 
Special Intentions (Miss Lean Umanee) 
St Pius X, Pope 
Stephen Link† (Brian & Shelia Link) 
The Queenship of the Blessed Birgin Mary 
5.15pm-5.45pm 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY 
People of the Parish 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY 
Jill O’Neill (J&J Viotto) 
Chris Calnan (Eileen & Denise Mills) 

 

 THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  (Year A) 16TH AUGUST   
 

Dear friends, This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. But what exactly does the Assumption mean, and why does the Church celebrate it so solemnly? 
 

The Church teaches that, at the end of her earthly life, Mary was taken up body and soul into heav-
enly glory. Her Assumption is a unique sharing in the Resurrection of her Son and a sign of the resur-
rection promised to all who belong to Christ. 
 

It is important to distinguish the Assumption of Mary from the Ascension of Jesus. Jesus ascended 
into heaven by his own divine power. Mary was assumed - taken into heavenly glory by the power and 
grace of God. Therefore, this feast is ultimately not about Mary’s power, but about the wonderful work 
of God in her. 
 

Although Scripture does not contain the exact sentence, “Mary was assumed into heaven,” the mystery 
is illuminated by the Bible. Revelation speaks of “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under 
her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars” (Rev 12:1). Christian tradition has long seen Mary 
reflected in this woman, the Mother of the Messiah. 
 

St Paul gives us the heart of the feast: “Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20). Christ has conquered death, and Mary’s Assumption is 
a special participation in that victory. 
 

In the Gospel Mary herself says: “All generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has 
done great things for me” (Lk 1:48- 49). Mary always directs attention away from herself and towards 
God. 
 

The belief in Mary’s Assumption did not begin in 1950. Christians had celebrated Mary’s entry into 
heavenly glory for many centuries, particularly in the ancient Eastern feast of the Dormition. In 1950, 
Pope Pius XII solemnly defined this long-held belief as a dogma of the Church. 
 

But what does the Assumption mean for us today? 
 

It tells us that death does not have the final word. It reminds us that our bodies have dignity and that 
our Christian hope is the resurrection of the whole person. It also reminds us not to live as though this 
earthly life were everything. 
 

Mary has already received what the Church hopes one day to receive. Her Assumption therefore points 
beyond Mary to Jesus Christ and his victory over sin and death. 
 

So this Sunday, let us lift our eyes beyond our worries, sufferings and disappointments. Heaven is our 
destination, Christ is our hope, and Mary has gone before us as a sign of what God prepares for 
those who love him. 
 

Our Lady assumed into heaven, pray for us. 
 

Every blessing, Fr Emmanuel 

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY RC CHURCH 
63 London Road, Rainham, Kent. ME8 7RH, Tel: 01634 353771  
Email: rainham@rcaos.org.uk  website: www.rcrainham.co.uk   
Parish Priest:        Fr Emmanuel Onwu  (T:01634 232972)  
Email:                    emmanuelonwu@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Deacons:   Deacon Arthur Champ (T: 07856560738)  
                               Deacon James Coleman (T: 306558) 
Parish Secretary: Emma’s hrs: 9-12noon Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Safeguarding email: rainhamsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  

http://www.rcrainham.co.uk
http://www.rcrainham.co.uk


Pope’s August prayer intention: For evangelization in the city. Let us pray that in large 
cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, 
discovering creative paths to build community. 

ORDINARY TIME AFTER EASTER - CYCLE OF PRAYER - Intentions for Ordinary Time:  
For a deeper understanding between Christians and Jews. 
For those who suffer persecution, oppression and denial of human rights. 
For Hunman life - especially on the third Sunday in June 
For Seafarers - especially on the second Sunday in July, Sea Sunday 
For Europe - especially on the Feasts of St Benedict, St Bridget and St Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross, Patrons of Europe. 

CAFOD Venezuela Earthquake Appeal Can you help our neighbours rebuild their lives by 
donating at: cafod.org.uk/Venezuela   Please keep them in your prayers. 

Aid to the Church in Need.  Have launched a new ACN Magazine. This Summer edition 
focuses on the Holy Land with inspiring stories of hope and resilience. A digital version of this 
magazine is available online HERE.  

Statement on the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill.  Ahead of the Bill's Second Read-
ing on 11th September, Archbishop John Sherrington has issued a statement opposing it, 
citing inadequate safeguards and risks to palliative care. Parishioners are urged to contact 
their MP via Right to Life UK. Visit Catholic Bishops’ Conference website for more details.  

Urgent Security Alert  The Archdiocese of Southwark would like to make you aware of a 
new scam targeting individuals within our parish communities via WhatsApp using AI to cre-
ate convincing videos, voice messages and written communications impersonating members 
of the clergy requesting money or donations. Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious 
activity to Action Fraud https://www.reportfraud.police.uk/.  

March for Life UK – 5th September 2026. Join Archbishop John Wilson at the March for Life 
UK, Saturday 5 September, 10am–5pm in London.  Find out more at marchforlife.co.uk.  

Pope Leo has expressed his deep sorrow following the earthquake that struck several parts 
of Colombia, offering prayers “for the eternal rest of those who died” and for the swift recovery 
of all those affected by the tragedy.  The powerful earthquake struck the south-west of the 
country on 10th August, killing more than 150 people and injuring hundreds more. It also 
caused widespread damage, including to a number of churches. Pope Leo also expresses his 
gratitude to all those working “with generous dedication” in search-and-rescue operations and 
in providing relief and assistance to those affected, assuring them of his spiritual closeness. 
Please keep the  people of Columbia in your prayers 

The Growing in Faith Together ONLINE course for married and engaged couples begins on 
September 8th at 8.30pm. Contact Carol  mflkent@rcaos.org.uk for further details and booking 
for this wonderful opportunity for couples to enrich their friendship, love and faith together.  

PARISH NEWS 

 

To donate online, please scan the QR code.  
Thank you for the generosity of our Parishioners and Visitors 

RCIA - Do you or anyone you know want to explore the Catholic Faith or become a full mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, especially adult Catholics who have not been Confirmed? Join us 
this year on another RCIA (Sharing the Faith) course, beginning September/October where 
we will journey with you as you build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through Scrip-
ture and the teachings of the Catholic Church. For more information or to begin the course 
contact Dcn. James, Fr Emmanuel or the Parish Office.  

The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London is holding a Celebration of St Faustina Birthday at 
Aylesford Priory, Monday 31st August,10:30am to 4pm with Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with 
Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus.  All welcome.  

Collection: With grateful thanks for the generosity of our parishioners and visitors the total 
collection figures for 8th & 9th August £624.87  

Bereavement Ministry Training - Saturday 19th September, 9am–5pm at Aylesford Priory, 
Kent, This training equips parishioners to offer sensitive, empathetic support to the bereaved. 
Contact Barbara Salamonczyk to book: mflbereavement@rcaos.org.uk 

Dear Parishioners, over the past months, I have had the joy of visiting a number of our par-
ish families. Recently, someone asked me, “Father, do you visit families?” and it made me 
realise that some parishioners may not know that I am always happy to visit.  So, especially 
during these summer months, if you would like me to visit you and your family, please feel 
free to invite me. It does not need to be anything formal - even a cup of tea and a short visit 
would be lovely.  Simply speak to me after Mass, call me, or send me an email, and we can 
arrange a suitable time.  I wish everyone a peaceful and enjoyable summer holiday. May God 
bless you and your families. Fr Emmanuel 

Please Help Us Maintain a Prayerful Church - Some parishioners come to church early for 
quiet prayer and meditation, others remain after Mass to pray in silence. We therefore kindly 
ask everyone to enter and leave the church quietly, keep mobile phones on silent, and make 
any necessary conversations brief and quiet. Longer conversations can continue outside 
church. Above all, let us remember that the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in the tabernacle. 
The church is therefore not simply a meeting place, but the house of God, where Jesus is 
truly present among us. Let us always enter with reverence and help to preserve a peaceful 
and prayerful atmosphere for everyone, especially our elderly parishioners and those seeking 
a quiet moment with the Lord.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Coram Beanstalk a National Children’s charity supporting children to become confident, in-
dependent readers, are looking for volunteers in the Rainham area.  Please visit our website 
www.corambeanstalk.org.uk or call us on 020 7729 408 for more information.  
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