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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sacrament of Confession & Reconciliation 
John Magee† (Elaine Cottiss) 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
People of the Parish 
Children's Christmas Party 
Brian Buultjens† (Buultjens Family) 
Feria - Eucharistic Service 
Feria - Majella Shackleford† (Maria Scarfe) 
Feria - Maughan Family (Victoria  Sweeny) 
St Thomas of Canterbury School Carol Service 
Feria - Majella Shackleford† (Anne) 
Feria - DRF Davis Family† (J&J Viotto) 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sacrament of Confession & Reconciliation 
John Rogan† (R Ryan) 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Owen O’Neill† (Clifford & Mary Mickleburgh) 
People of the Parish 
Feria - Eucharistic Service 
Feria -  McGinley Family (Victoria Sweeny) 
CHRISTMAS EVE - Maisie Reilly† (Irene Mealey) 
THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
♫ Carols followed by Family Mass 
Molly Barrett† (Kevin Barrett) 
♫ Carols followed by Mass 
People of the Parish 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Agnes Mealey† (Irene Mealey) 
ST STEPHEN - Fredrick Fernandez†  (Noel Fernandez) 
St John Apostle and Evangelist, Feast 
Sacrament of Confession & Reconciliation 
The HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH  
Kevin & Mary Bishop (J Bishop) 
The HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH  
John Liney† (Josie & Family) 
People of the Parish 
St Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop & Martyr 
Frank Mullins† (Anne) 
Sixth day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
Docherty Family (Victoria Sweeny) 
Seventh day with the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
Brian Buultjens† (Mary Buultjens & Family) 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Majella Shackleford† (T Durham)      
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Gaudete Sunday) 14th DECEMBER (Year A)  

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin 
word gaudete meaning “rejoice.” The Church invites us to pause in the midst of our Advent waiting and 
lift our hearts in joy, for the Lord is near. This Sunday is marked by the lighting of the rose-coloured 
candle and the use of rose vestments, expressing a spirit of hopeful gladness as Christmas draws 
close. 
 

The Scriptures today remind us that authentic Christian joy is rooted not simply in emotion but in the 
nearness and faithfulness of God. The prophet Isaiah speaks words of comfort and renewal as he pro-
claims that the deserts will bloom, the weak will be strengthened, and the people will return to Zion sing-
ing with joy. Isaiah’s vision reminds us that God enters into places of dryness, weakness, and sorrow - 
not to condemn, but to restore, heal, and revive. 
 

The Responsorial Psalm echoes this joy with the proclamation, “Lord, come and save us.” It is a re-
minder that our joy is grounded in the saving action of God, who hears the cry of the poor, lifts up the 
bowed down, and is faithful forever. 
 

In his letter, St. James urges believers to be patient and steadfast, “for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand.” Advent joy is patient joy - a joy that trusts God’s timing, welcomes His grace, and remains firm 
even when life feels uncertain. James calls us to avoid complaining and instead to strengthen our 
hearts, knowing that the Lord is both near and compassionate. 
 

In the Gospel, John the Baptist - now from the confines of prison - sends his disciples to Jesus with a 
poignant question: “Are you the one who is to come?” Jesus responds not with theories but with evi-
dence of transformed lives: the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, and the poor receive good 
news. These signs reveal that the Kingdom of God is breaking into the world, and that joy is found 
wherever Christ is welcomed. 
 

As we celebrate this Gaudete Sunday, we are reminded that joy grows when we recognize God at work 
- in the small, quiet, and ordinary moments of life. Joy grows when we choose patience, gratitude, and 
trust. Joy grows when we share hope with those around us. 
 

May the light of the rose candle brighten our hearts with renewed hope, deep peace, and true joy as we 
prepare for the birth of Christ, the Joy of the World. 
 

Every blessing, Fr Emmanuel  
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Live Streamed Mass Links are available on our website: www.rcrainham.co.uk 

To donate online, please scan the QR code.  
Thank you for the generosity of our Parishioners and Visitors. 

The Season of Advent - Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation for the 
Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remem-
bered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look 
forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.  For these two reasons, Advent is a 
period of devout and expectant delight. 
CYCLE OF PRAYER - Intentions for Advent and Christmas Time:  
Migrants & Refugees (especially on Migrants’ Day 3rd December) 
Expectant Mothers (especially on Fourth Sunday of Advent) 

Pope’s December prayer intention:  For Christians in areas of conflict 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, 
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope. 

PARISH NEWS 

Funeral: Owen O’Neill†  St Thomas’ Church, Monday 12th January at 11.30am, followed by 
burial at Woodlands Cemetery.  Please remember his family and friends in your prayers, may 
he rest in peace, Amen 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Gaudete Sunday) 14th DECEMBER (Year A)  
 

Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near 
1st Reading: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 35:1-6,10 

Responsorial Psalm R: Come, Lord, and save us. 

2nd Reading: A reading from the letter of St James 5:7-10 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has sent 
me to proclaim good news to the poor. R: Alleluia! 

The Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11 

Communion Antiphon: Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.  Behold, our God 
will come, and he will save us.. 

UCM Carol Concert -  Thank you to everyone who supported our charity.  We had a lovely 
evening and made £511.50 once expenses had been taken out.  

Please note the Parish Secretary will not be available from 23rd December to 4th January.  
Should you need to contact the office please ring Fr Emmanuel or Deacon James. 

Collections: With grateful thanks for the generosity of our parishioners and visitors the total 
collection figures for 29th&30th November £651.26 and £911.98 for 6th&7th December.  

Christmas Art Show, Aylesford Priory, 21st December, 9.30am-1.30pm.  Artworks, cards and 
stocking fillers for sale, and  children's art activity, all proceeds to children's charity HCPT. 

International Carol Service - 12.30pm, Sunday 21st December, Parish 
Centre.  We gather together to celebrate with carols from each community 
followed by international refreshments to celebrate friendship.  Please bring 

a plate of your countries traditional food to share with our parish community. 

Poinsettia - if you would like to place a poinsettia around the altar at Christmas in 

memory of a loved one, please bring it to the church by Sunday 21st December. 

Advent Reflection by the Confirmation Group - Tuesday 16th December at 7pm 
To help us all slow down and prepare our hearts and minds for Christmas, please consider 
joining our young people as they explore the Saints in preparation for the Sacrament of Con-
firmation. Perhaps think about your own Confirmation name and why you chose it. We hope 
you will join us for some prayer, peace and meditation. 

Christmas Prayer Tree - Please write on the plain side of a gift tag the names 
of people or situations that you want to pray for then hang the gift tag prayers 
on our tree as a sparkly reminder “just as your tree lights shine in the darkness, 

so your prayers are like a candle that lights up the lives of those in need”. 

Altar Servers - Please remember St Stephen’s Day, Friday 26th December at 10am, your 

Patron Saint.  During morning Mass, you are asked to renew your promises.   

Your Christmas Offering – as you may know, your Priest receives on-
ly £148 a month as a salary, apart from stole fees. Your Christmas and East-
er Offering are ways for you to say thank you to your priest and this consti-
tutes part of his main income. Please make your donation through the enve-
lopes provided, on contactless Dona machine, online, or using the QR Code. 
If you are due to be away at Christmas, please do it before you leave online  

Used stamps - please can parishioners save their used Christmas stamps and place in the 
box at the back of the church. 

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all parishioners, friends, and well-wishers who 

joined me in celebrating my 22nd anniversary of priesthood. I am truly grateful for your gener-
osity, your gifts, your cards, your prayers, and your warm messages. My sincere appreciation 
also goes to everyone who prepared the hall, arranged the food, and worked behind the 
scenes to make the celebration joyful and memorable. May God reward you all abundantly. 

St Thomas’ School Carol Service in the church on Wednesday 17th December at 1.30pm. 
All parishioners are warmly invited to join us as we share in the joyful music and spirit of the 
season. Your presence would be a great support to the children and the school community. 

New Year’s Day Mass at 9.30am. Please join us for our special New Year's Service fol-
lowed by breakfast in the parish centre.  All are warmly welcome!"   

http://www.rcrainham.co.uk

