
Live Streamed Mass Links are available on our website: www.rcrainham.co.uk 

MASS & CONFESSION     
 

10 Saturday 
Confessions 
Vigil Mass 
11 Sunday 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

12 Monday 
 
Funeral 
13 Tuesday 
 
14 Wednesday 
15 Thursday 
16 Friday 
17 Saturday 
Confessions 
 
Vigil Mass 
18 Sunday 

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
5.15pm - 5.45pm 
People of the Parish 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Majella Shackleford†  
Sergio Dante† (Eileen & Denise Mills) 
 

End of the Season of Christmas   
                   

ORDINARY TIME BEFORE LENT 
 

St Aelred of Rievaulx  
NO MASS OR EUCHARISTIC SERVICE 
Owen O’Neill†  
St Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Mum’s Birthday (Lena Umanee) 
Feria  - NO MASS - (Eucharistic Service)  
Feria  - NO MASS - (Eucharistic Service) 
Feria - Mary Butler† (Connie Brazill) 
St Anthony, Abbot 
5.15pm - 5.45pm 
SECOND  SUNDAY  - Peace Day 
People of the Parish 
SECOND SUNDAY - Peace Day 
CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE - 18th until 25th January 
Owen O’Neill† (J O’Neill)  
Dec Members of McGrath & Calnan Families†  
(Eileen & Denise Mills) 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD (Year A) 11TH JANUARY 
 

Entrance Antiphon: After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit 
descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

1st Reading: A reading from the prophet Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 

Responsorial Psalm R: The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

2nd Reading: A reading from Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! The heavens were opened and the voice of the 
Father thundered: ’This is my beloved Son; listen to him.’ R: Alleluia! 

The Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:13-17 

Communion Antiphon: Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that 
this is the Son of God. 

JANUARY TIME 

 

 
 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  (Year A) 11TH JANUARY 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which brings the Christmas season 
to its close and opens before us the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Having contemplated 
the mystery of God made flesh at Christmas, we now see that same Son stepping into the 
waters of the Jordan, standing in solidarity with humanity. 
 

At first, Jesus’ baptism can seem surprising. He is without sin, yet He presents Himself among 
sinners. In doing so, Jesus reveals the heart of God: a God who does not remain distant from 
human weakness but enters fully into our reality. By going down into the waters of the Jordan, 
Christ embraces our brokenness and begins the work of healing and redemption from within. 
 

The Gospel tells us that as Jesus comes up from the water, heaven is opened. The Spirit de-
scends upon Him like a dove, and the voice of the Father is heard: “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” This moment is a powerful revelation of who Jesus truly is - the 
beloved Son of the Father, anointed by the Spirit, sent to bring salvation to the world. 
 

This feast also invites us to reflect on our own baptism. Through baptism, we too have been 
claimed as beloved sons and daughters of God. The same Spirit poured out upon Christ has 
been given to us, and the same Father looks upon us with love. Baptism is not simply a mo-
ment from the past; it is the foundation of our Christian identity and our daily calling. 
 

Like Jesus, we are called to live out our baptism in humility and service. The path of disciple-
ship is not one of self-promotion, but of faithful love, compassion, and obedience to God’s will. 
Baptism commits us to rejecting sin, choosing what is good, and witnessing to Christ in the 
ordinary circumstances of our lives. 
 

As we move into Ordinary Time, may this feast remind us that our lives are anything but ordi-
nary. Having been baptised into Christ, we are sent to be bearers of His light, His mercy, and 
His peace in the world. 
 

May we live each day rooted in the truth spoken over us at baptism: that we are loved by God, 
called by name, and sent forth to share that love with others. 
 

Every blessing,  
Fr Emmanuel 
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ORDINARY TIME BEFORE LENT 
In Ordinary Time no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ is celebrated, but rather the 
mystery of Christ itself is honoured in its fulness, especially on Sundays. 
CYCLE OF PRAYER - Intentions for Ordinary Time before Lent: 
Peace on Earth - especially on the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Openness to the Word of God - especially on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For Justice and Peace in the World - especially on Racial Justice Day  
Christian Unity - especially during the Church Unity Octave  
The Victims of Trafficking & Those who Work to Combat it - especially on 8th February 
The Sick & Those who Care for them - especially on World Day of the Sick 11th February 
The Unemployed - especially on the First Sunday of Lent the Day for the Unemployed. 

Pope’s January prayer intention:  For prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that praying 
with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, 
helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.  

Peace Sunday 2026 will take place on Sunday 18th January. Pope Leo has announced 
the theme ‘Peace be with you all: Towards an ‘unarmed and disarming peace’.   Pope Leo 
has continued the exhortation of Pope Francis that the call to live nonviolent ‘disarmed’ 
lives is core to Catholic Social Teaching and the key to peace in a world scarred by violent 
conflict.   
 

Prayer 
 

Almighty God, We thank you for your gift of peace, 
Your peace is ‘unarmed and disarming’ not victory or defeat, 
but fraternity and dialogue, the fruit of justice and forgiveness. 
 

Open our eyes to se the world - not from the viewpoint of the mighty but from that of the 
widow, the orphan, the stranger, the wounded child, the exile and the fugitive. 
 

We pray for change to come - a new era, the dawn of your kingdom of justice and peace. 
 

Disarm our hearts, Lord, that we may have peace in ourselves 
and bring that gift to others.  
Amen 

Archdiocesan Pilgrimages for Young Adults 
• Young adults (aged 18 to 35) are invited to join Archbishop John on pilgrimage to 

Lourdes, from 7 to 13 June 2026. The cost is £789, which includes flights and full-board 
accommodation on a shared basis. To book, please visit: www.tinyurl.com/lourdes26 

• Young adults (aged 18 to 35) are also invited to register interest for the World Youth Day 
pilgrimage to Korea in August 2027 at www.tinyurl.com/wyd2027 

• For information about youth activities for all ages across the Archdiocese please visit our 
website at www.tinyurl.com/scys1 

Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity.  From 18th until 25th January the Church  
observes eight days’ prayer for Christian Unity  

 

To donate online, please scan the QR code.  
Thank you for the generosity of our Parishioners and Visitors. 

PARISH NEWS 

Please note Fr. Emmanuel is away from 1st January to 15th January. Should you require 
a priest in an emergency during this time, please call Gillingham 01634 852979, Parkwood 
01634 377396 or the Dean at Rochester 01634 845430 or contact Deacon James.  

Collection: With grateful thanks for the generosity of our parishioners and visitors the total 
collection figures for 3rd & 4th January £565.81. 

If anyone is interested in joining the Live  Streaming team please contact the office for details. 
We are a team of two and it can be a struggle to always be available. Thank you. 

APOLOGIES for the lack of heating in the Church over the Christmas period and what has 
been an extremely cold snap.  We had difficulty in getting an approved engineer but this issue 

has now been rectified. 

Catholic News' is a podcast carrying interviews with a diverse range of people - lay people, 
religious and clergy - involved on the front line of the Catholic Church's work in England and 
Wales. Listen 

Ambassadors for Christ: A Catholic apologetics resource. The Archdiocese of Southwark 
has launched an exciting apologetics project to provide evidence-based answers to questions 
such as "Is Jesus God?" or “does prayer work?”. Ambassadors for Christ is designed to equip 
you with a deeper understanding of your faith, so you can confidently answer questions and 
be a joyful witness for the Lord Jesus and his Church. Every Monday, a new video will be 
posted on YouTube, along with a worksheet to enable parishes, schools, youth groups and 
families to use them as part of their faith formation. To watch the videos and take part in this 
exciting project, please visit: rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist. 

World Leprosy Day, Sunday 25th January 26 - a time to pray for and stand in solidarity with 
people affected by leprosy around the world. We remember the work of the John Bradburne 
Memorial Society, inspired by John Bradburne, who devoted his life to caring for those with 
leprosy at the Mutemwa Leprosy Care Centre in Zimbabwe. Please keep the people of 
Mutemwa in your prayers and consider supporting this vital work through prayer, awareness, 
or donation. www.johnbradburne.com, Tel: 07979 187498 or Email: info@johnbradburne.com 

Divine Mercy Apostolate  Join our pilgrimage to Lourdes 9th to 14th February 26.  Travel, full 
board, exciting festival devotional program, experience the Blessed Sacrament Procession of 
the Sick, the Candlelight Marian Rosary Procession and the International Mass on the Feast 
Day followed by Stations, Confessions and Adoration with Hour of Mercy Cost £590. 
Call Millie on 07957594646 for more information. 

https://rcsouthwark.us22.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4fc5887527e3c0a17cd0367&id=d38b47e044&e=0b382e86e7
https://rcsouthwark.us22.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4fc5887527e3c0a17cd0367&id=39342b7437&e=0b382e86e7
https://rcsouthwark.us22.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce4fc5887527e3c0a17cd0367&id=b82ff15d25&e=0b382e86e7
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/series/catholic-news
https://rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist

