
Live Streamed Mass Links are available on our website: www.rcrainham.co.uk 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY  (Year A) 4TH OCTOBER 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and there is none 
that can resist your will.  For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that 
is held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all 
1st Reading: A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 5:1-7 

Responsorial Psalm R: The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 

2nd Reading: A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians 4:6-9 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia. I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that 
you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide. Alleluia! 

The Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:33-43 

Communion Antiphon: The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that seeks 
him. 

SEPT/OCT TIME 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 
5.15pm-5.45pm 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY - Rosary Sunday 
Bishop Family (John Bishop) 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY - Rosary Sunday 
Jim Durkan & family (Gretta Kitney) 
People of the Parish 
St Faustina Kowalska, Virgin 
Ellen Stinger† (F Classey) 
St Bruno, Priest   
Maureen Mitchell† (Theresa Durham) 
Our Lady of the Rosary - Celia Barrett (Anne) 
10.30am-11.15am 
Feria - Mr Ron Robertson (Mrs Doris Woodham) 
St John Henry Newman, Priest  
O'Regan Family/Bishop Family (John Bishop) 
The Blessed Virgin Mary 
5.15pm-5.45pm 
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY - Prisoners’ Sunday 
Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their Families 
People of the Parish 
PACT (Prison Advice and Care Trust) 
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY - Prisoners’ Sunday 
Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their Families 
Alan Boxall† (Josie Boxall) 
Brian Buultjens† (Mary Buultjens & Family) 
PACT (Prison Advice and Care Trust) 

 

 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY  (Year A) 4TH OCTOBER 
 

Dear friends, 
 

This Sunday, the beautiful image of the vineyard runs through both the First Reading and the 
Gospel. A vineyard is something precious. It must be planted, cared for, protected and pa-
tiently cultivated before it can produce good fruit. 
 

In the First Reading, God speaks of his beloved vineyard. He had done everything necessary 
for it: “He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines.” Yet, instead of pro-
ducing good grapes, it produced wild grapes. 
 

Jesus takes up the same image in the Gospel. The landowner carefully prepares his vineyard 
and entrusts it to tenants. But when harvest time comes, the tenants behave as though the 
vineyard belongs to them. They refuse to give the owner the fruit that is rightfully his. 
 

Here lies a very important message for us: everything we have is entrusted to us by God. 
Our life, our family, our faith, our talents, our time, our opportunities and even the people God 
places around us are all gifts. We are stewards, not owners. God does not simply ask us to 
possess these gifts; he asks us to make them fruitful. 
 

As autumn advances and we become conscious of harvest and the changing season, per-
haps this is a good moment to ask ourselves: What kind of fruit is my life producing? Is my 
faith producing greater love, patience, forgiveness, generosity, kindness and concern for 
others? Or have I become comfortable simply calling myself a Christian without allowing the 
Gospel to influence the way I live? 
 

St Paul gives us wonderful practical advice in the Second Reading: “Have no anxiety about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God.” He then encourages us to fill our minds with whatever is true, honour-
able, just, pure, lovely and worthy of praise. 
 
 

What we allow into our hearts and minds will eventually appear in the way we live. 
 

God has entrusted his vineyard to us: our homes, our parish, our community and our rela-
tionships. One day, he will look for its fruits. May he find in us not merely beautiful words and 
good intentions, but lives bearing the fruits of faith, mercy, justice, kindness and love. 
 

May the Lord help us to care faithfully for everything he has placed in our hands and to 
produce a harvest worthy of his love. 
 

Every blessing, Fr Emmanuel 
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Pope’s October prayer intention:  For mental health ministry. 
Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church, 
helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses. 

CYCLE OF PRAYER - Intentions for Ordinary Time - Autumn 
For Students and Teachers, especially on Education Day  
For the Spread of the Gospel, especially on Home Mission Sunday & World Mission Day  
For the Harvest, the Fruits of Human Work and for the Reverent Use of creation, especially 
on World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation  
For Justice & Peace in the World, especially on Harvest Fast Day  
For All Victims of War, especially on Remembrance Sunday 
For Young People, Especially on Youth Day (Christ the King) 
For Prisoners & their Families, especially on Day of Prayer for Prisoners & Prison Week  

Visit of the Relics of St Gerard Majella, Celebrate St Gerard's 300th anniversary at Tues-
day 6th October, St Augustine’s Royal Tunbridge Wells TN1 2LY, with Mass at 7pm. St Gerard 
is the Patron Saint of mothers, couples trying to conceive, those looking for work, and making 
a good confession. 

Hearts in Search of God - Walking Pilgrimage, 5th to 9th October from Maidstone in Kent to 
Southwark. Please see poster at rear of Church for further information. 

October should be considered in all countries as the month of the World Mission. The penulti-
mate Sunday, the day proclaimed ‘World Mission Sunday’, is the high point.  That day will be 
celebrated in all the local churches as a feast of catholicity and universal solidarity. On that 
day, Christians the world over will recognize their common responsibility with regard to the 
evangelization of the world.  

On Saturday, 10th October, thousands of pilgrims will gather in London to celebrate, worship, 
and bear witness to the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  Adoremus, the name 
given to the National Eucharistic Congresses that periodically take place in England and 
Wales, is an invitation to Catholics, from the Bishops, to come together to renew their devo-
tion to the Eucharistic Lord. The Congress will officially open with the ‘Adoration Mass’ in St 
George’s Cathedral at 12pm noon celebrated by Archbishop John Wilson, after Mass, Cardi-
nal Timothy Radcliffe will give an address on ‘The Eucharist: Our sacrament of hope in dark 
times’. The Eucharistic Procession to Westminster Cathedral will follow lunch at 3pm.Please 
note: places at the Mass and within the Eucharistic Procession are for pre-booked diocesan 
representatives only. Others are welcome to watch the Procession & join the Benediction at 
Westminster Cathedral. At 5pm, Bishop James Curry, will preside over Solemn Benediction 
prior to the 6pm Mass. The day promises multiple opportunities for prayer and worship, inside 
and outside the two cathedrals, and as night draws in, there will be Holy Hours in Westminster 
Cathedral at 8pm, 9pm, and 10pm led by the youth ministry teams of Westminster, Southwark 
and CYMFed – the Catholic Youth Ministry Federation. Adoremus will also feature an all-night 
vigil in Westminster Cathedral from 11pm to 5am before the Congress Closing Mass at 6am 
on Sunday 11th. October. 

PARISH NEWS 

 

To donate online, please scan the QR code.  
Thank you for the generosity of our Parishioners and Visitors 

SVP - September Awareness draw will take place after 10.30 Mass this Sunday 4th October.  
Our next event will be a quiz night on Friday 4th December.  Details to be announced later. 

The Third National Mass Count takes place at all Masses this weekend. 

UCM Meeting, Thursday 8th October, St Augustine's, Parkwood at 1.45pm for a 2pm start.   

St. Augustine’s are having a Quiz Night on Saturday 17th October at 7.30pm, held at Park-
wood Junior school hall, Deanwood Drive ME8 9LP.  (Doors open at 7pm).  Tickets are £7 per 
person. Please bring your own snacks and drinks (NO NUTS PLEASE, they are not allowed 
on site). Funds raised will be in aid of Bakhita House  and Refuge - victims of Human Traffick-
ing and Domestic Abuse respectively.  Tickets on sale after all weekend Masses from 26/27 
September. Parking on site. Please phone 01634 364 134 if any questions.  

Rosary in October - every weekday morning before Mass at 09.40am 

Parish Draw Club Congratulation to the winners of our September draw: 1st prize – Theresa 
Durham £100.00, 2nd prize – Matthew Micallef £50.00, 3rd prize – Marek Czacharowski 
£30.00, 4th prize – Orla Marie Butler £15.00, 5th prize – Marie Rose Jabang £10.00.  

Youth day at John Fisher School, Purley (For 10 – 14 year olds) - Saturday17th October, 
11.00am – 5.30pm. Cost £5. Free Coach transport from Dartford leaving at 9.30am. Please 
contact Fr. Stephen Boyle by email to book it: dartford@rcaos.org.uk.  This great initiative of 
the Southwark youth service is a day of prayer, activities including sport, as well as lunch. We 
commend it to youth in the parish.  To book a place turn to the diocesan website: https://
scys.org.uk/youth-under-18/youth-days-10-14-years/   

Sunday 18th October is World Mission Sunday (WMS)  when the Holy father invites all 
Catholics to support the mission of the Church via Mission.  Mission is the responsibility of the 
whole church, and this global celebration of WMS is a reminder that we are one family in 
Christ and show love and solidarity to our brothers and sisters overseas.   

Prisoners’ Sunday 11h October -  marks the first day of the ecumenical Prisons Week (11th - 
17th October), a week of prayer which raises awareness of issues faced by those affected by 
the criminal justice system.  On Prisoner’s Sunday, we pray for prisoners and their families, 
and for all those affected by crime and imprisonment.  Pact, the national Catholic prison chari-
ty, offers practical and emotional support to prisoners and their loved ones, helping families 

stay connected and people rebuild their lives. 

RCIA - Join us on another (Sharing the Faith) course, 5th October at 7.30pm in 63 London Rd. 
Please contact Deacon James or Fr Emmanuel if you would like to attend or just turn up.   
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