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To advertise in this magazine please ring 

Alma Payne on 01634 362896 
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TRUDY BOULTON RGN RM 

FCFHP MAFHP 
FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

Tel: 01634 371910  or  07903 793 370 
Painful corns removed, verrucae treated 

Callous and hard skin removed 
Fungal infection advice & treatment 

Ingrown, involuted, thickened or 
                      discoloured toenails treated 

Diabetic & routine foot/hand care & advice 

HOME VISITS, EVENING OR SATURDAY 
                      APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE  

    
   
	

	

 
 

 

Serving Seafarers from  
across the world

For nearly 100 years our Catholic community has served 
millions of seafarers from across the world. Seafarers spend 
many months away from home and family, often exploited and 
in lonely and harsh conditions. Your support will enable AoS to 
continue as a mission of hope, meeting their spiritual, practical 
and pastoral needs.

Please give generously, a donation from  
you will make all the difference

www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk
 Registered charity in England and Wales number 1069833. Registered charity in Scotland number SC043085.

	
	

                                   Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care 

                                  Foot Health Professional 

                                         MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot care in the comfort of your own home.  All treatments 
including Nail Cutting, Thickened, Fungal and Ingrown Nails 

plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels, Corns and Verrucae’s. 

For all enquiries please call or text on (01634) 316023 or 

07876801830  

 

 

 

 



	
  

 Care at home …..Our services include    
  Care visits at home 
 
*Help getting up or going to bed  * Visits from 15 minutes 
 
* Preparing meals    * Dependable, programmed 
           care visits 
* Shopping      
       * Trained, police-checked 
* Washing and ironing          reliable and caring staff 
 
*Personal Hygiene    * Full live-in care service  
                    available 
*Cleaning the home 
 
*Mobility issues 
 
What makes Bluebird Care different ….? 
 
A highly specialised and experienced Occupational Therapist on 
board 
 
Individualised one to one attention 
 
High quality care staff - we reject more than we take on 
 
Attention to customer standards 
 
Strong commitment to training and staff development 
 
Highly professional, first class customer care 
 
We regularly monitor the quality of our service 
 
Our aim is to maintain your independence and dignity 
 
 

01634 780909 
A realistic alternative to residential care 

www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/medway 
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You’re blessed when ……… 
 
When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a 
hillside.  Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed, 
climbed with him.  Arriving at a quiet place, he sat down and 
taught his climbing companions.  This is what he said: 
 
“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope.  With less of 
you there is more of God and his rule.” 
“You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to 
you.  Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to 
you.” 
“You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God.  
He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat.” 
“You’re blessed when you care.”  At the moment of being ‘careful,’ 
you find yourself cared for.”   
“You’re blessed when you get your inside world – your mind and 
heart – put right.  Then you can see God in the outside world.” 
“You’re blessed when you can show people how to co-operate 
instead of compete or fight.  That’s when you discover who you 
really are, and our place in God’s family.” 
“You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes 
persecution.  The persecution drives you even deeper into God’s 
kingdom.” 
“Not only that – count yourselves blessed every time people put 
you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me.  
What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are 
uncomfortable.” 
“You can be glad when that happens – give a cheer, even! -  for 
though they don’t like it, I do!  And all heaven applauds.  And know 
that you are in good company.  My prophets and witnesses have 
got into this kind of trouble. 
 
From The Message Bible’s version of The Beatitudes  
Matthew 5:1 - 12 
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A Golden Day 
 

Fr Michael Adams, Parish Priest at St Augustine’s, Parkwood & 
Wigmore celebrated his Golden Anniversary, fifty years, since his 
Ordination to the Priesthood.  He has served in several parishes 
during those years and now was the time to show our 
appreciation. 
 
The day begun with Holy Mass at 11am concelebrated by Bishop 
Paul Mason, Canon Brian Coyle, Fr Francis (Aylesford Priory),    
Fr Michael Creach (a regular visitor to St Augustine’s) and priests 
and deacons from neighbouring parishes.  The Sanctuary was full 
and so was the church with Fr Michael’s family over from Ireland 
and friends from all over Kent.  It was a sung Mass led by the 
newly formed choir, hymns were chosen by Fr Michael, Schubert’s 
‘Ave Maria’ was sung by Catherine Neal, accompanied by her 
husband Chris, and the congregation listened in silence and a few 
tears were shed.  Before the final blessing Father Michael was 
given a framed certificate commemorating a Papal Blessing in 
thanksgiving for fifty years of the Priesthood and then a huge 
round of applause erupted from the congregation. 
 
Then everyone walked over to the school playing field where lunch 
was provided – a hog roast, a curry and a Nigerian dish.  Families 
settled down to a picnic style lunch, the sun continued to shine, 
the children played games and had their faces painted.  Later in 
the afternoon Father Michael cut his beautiful celebration cake and 
then everyone had tea and cake. 
 
On reflection the whole day had run smoothly, a perfect day to 
show our thanks and appreciation to Father Michael for the love 
and care he has shown to all who have crossed his path and most 
of all the example he has given to us by his love of God and his 
dedication to the church. 
 
Many thanks for a wonderful Priest. 
 
God Bless You 
Maureen Boulton 
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The Rules of Chocolate 
 
If you’ve got melted chocolate all over your hands, you’re eating it 
too slowly. 
 
Chocolate-covered raisins, cherries, orange slices and 
strawberries all count as fruit, so eat as many as you want. 
 
The problem: How to get two pounds of chocolate home from the 
supermarket in a hot car.   
The solution: Eat it in the car park. 
 
Diet Tip: Eat a chocolate bar before each meal.  It’ll take the edge 
off your appetite and you’ll eat less. 
 
If I eat equal amounts of dark chocolate and white chocolate, is 
that a balanced diet?  Don’t they actually counteract each other? 
 
Chocolate has many preservatives.  Preservatives make you look 
younger.  Therefore, you need to eat more chocolate. 
 
Put “eat chocolate’ at the top of your list of things to do today.  
That way at least you’ll get one thing done. 
 
A nice box of chocolates can provide your total daily intake of 
calories in one place.  Now isn’t that handy? 
 
If not for chocolate, there would be no need for tummy control 
underwear.  An entire garment industry would be devastated.  You 
can’t let that happen, can you? 
 

 
100 Club Draw, Sunday, 30th July 2017 - congratulations to   
Brian Buultjens 1st prize, Mary Mickleburgh 2nd prize and Caroline 
Budden 3rd Prize. 

100 Club Draw end of August 2017 - congratulations to 1st Prize 
Claire Drain, 2nd Prize Bernard Fernando and 3rd Prize              
Ann Marie Egan. 
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100th anniversary of Drill Shed Raid  
3rd September 1917 
 
Two unanticipated events: firstly, the men who had been 
earmarked to join the battleship HMS Vanguard had been forced 
to remain at the barracks, after she had been sunk at Scapa Flow 
in July 1917. Secondly an outbreak of 'spotted fever' [meningitis] in 
the barracks meant that the sleeping accommodation had to be 
increased in an effort to avoid further infection. It was the 
necessity of using the Drill Hall, at this time that precipitated the 
saddest episode in the history of this building. On Monday 3rd 
September 1917, the Drill Hall was being used as an overflow 
dormitory for around 900 naval ratings [either sleeping or resting 
upon their hammocks] when, at about 11.00pm, it suffered two hits 
from bombs dropped by German Gotha aeroplanes. One of the 
first of the First World War 'moonlight raids', it resulted in the loss 
of some 130 lives. 
 
At 9.30pm, five Gotha G V Bombers left Belgium. Since the 
greatest loss of the bombers was during the daylight raids, a 
decision was made to carry out a night-time attack. One of the 
bombers encountered engine problems and had to return to their 
air-base but the remaining four carried on and passed over 
Eastchurch [on the Isle of Sheppey] at around 11.00pm where 
they followed the River Medway towards Chatham. As this was the 
first night-time raid, the Medway Towns were unprepared and the 
whole of Chatham was illuminated with none of the anti-aircraft 
guns prepared for attacks. 
 
A practice alert had been carried out earlier in the day within the 
town, and when the aircraft were finally spotted and an alert 
sounded, many people ignored the warning believing it to be 
another practice drill. 46 bombs were dropped over Gillingham and 
Chatham causing much damage. The Drill Hall suffered a direct 
hit. The bomb shattered the glass roof, sending dangerous shards 
of glass flying through the drill hall before exploding when they hit 
the floor. The clock upon the drill hall tower stopped at 11.12, 
giving the exact time the bomb exploded. The men asleep or 
resting inside had little chance of survival, those that were not  
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injured from the explosion were cut to pieces by the falling pieces 
of glass from the roof. 
 
Ordinary Seaman Frederick Turpin arrived at the drill hall to offer 
assistance, he later recorded the scene in his notebook: "It was a 
gruesome task. Everywhere we found bodies in a terribly mutilated 
condition. Some with arms and legs missing and some headless. 
The gathering up of dismembered limbs turned one sick. It was a 
terrible affair and the old sailors, who had been in several battles, 
said they would rather be in ten Jutland’s or Heligoland’s than go 
through another raid such as this. 
 
The rescuers spent 17 hours searching through the rubble for their 
fellow seamen, many using their bare hands to dig through the 
rubble. Officers and men carried the dead bodies of shipmates into 
buildings which had been transformed into a mortuary and the 
seriously wounded cases into motor ambulances which sped to 
the local hospital. 
 
Mr Cronk, who also attended to offer assistance, stated later: "The 
raider dropped two bombs; one in the middle of the drill shed and 
one near the wall of the parade ground just where the sailors were 
sleeping. I shall never forget that night – the lights fading and the 
clock stopping – we of the rescue party picking out bodies, and 
parts of bodies, from among glass and debris and placing them in 
bags, fetching out bodies in hammocks and laying them on a 
tarpaulin on the parade ground [you could not identify them]. I 
carried one sailor to the sick bay who was riddled with shrapnel 
and had no clothes left on him. In the morning, to show that the 
officials could tell who was who, they had a general Pipe asking all 
the sailors of different messes if they could identify any of the lost; 
it was impossible in most cases. It was one of the most terrible 
nights I have ever known, the crying and the moaning of dying 
men who had ten minutes before been fast asleep. 
 
Gideon Gardiner described the scene of the temporary morgue 
within the gymnasium: "Some had never woken up; apparently the 
shock appeared to have stopped their hearts. They were stretched  
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out, white, gaunt, drawn faces, with eyes nearly bolting out of their 
heads. Others were greatly cut up, mangled, bleeding and some 
were blown limb from limb. 
 
The sailors who survived with injuries were treated on site by 
medics and the sick bay staff, however, many of the injuries were 
too serious and they later died at the hospital. It is estimated 90 
men died whilst in their hammocks and another 40 or so seriously 
injured, they were not expected to live. The official total of dead 
after the raid was 98 however with the seriously ill in hospital, the 
total number rose to around 136 dead. 
 
The funeral took place on Thursday, 6 September, with the 
procession consisting of 18 lorries draped with the Union Jack and 
each carrying six coffins. These 98 men were buried at the 
Woodlands Cemetery with another 25 men being interred 
elsewhere and later burials taking place once the ratings had been 
identified. All the men were buried with full military honours and 
were followed by a procession of marching soldiers and sailors 
with thousands of people lining the streets. 
 
“We will remember them” 
It was noted that the Germans dropped most of their bombs on 
Chatham and Gillingham and not the dockyard, it was understood 
that they wanted Chatham Dockyard intact for if or when they won 
the war. 
 
A bronze plaque is mounted onto a wooden backboard in the Drill 
Hall Library, University of Greenwich and was unveiled by Rear 
Admiral Phillip Wilcocks and rededicated on 10th September 2006 
 
Medway Maritime Hospital was founded as the Royal Naval 
Hospital in 1902 for the Naval personnel at the Chatham 
Dockyard. At that time the main corridor was almost 1,000 feet 
long. 
 
Clifford Mickleburgh 
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From the Registers 

 
Baptisms:  
 
16.07.2017  Isabella Natasha Poynter      
22.07.2017  Regina Horvathova 
22.07.2017  Fabian Horvath 
22.07.2017  Daniel Gadzor 
22.07.2017  Viktor Gadzor 
22.07.2017  Laura Badova 
22.07.2017  Vladimir Gadzor 
20.08.2017  Chloe Denise-Delia Castellani 
20.08.2017  Romee Robyn Taylor 
27.08.2017  Frankie James Green 
27.08.2017  Reggie Albert Mealey 
10.09.2017  Phoebe Tess Corbett 
10.09.2017  Frederick James Paul Corbett 
10.09.2017  Maddison Ivy Roche 
 
Weddings: 
 
26.07.2017  Richard Martin Hillier & Rebecca Louise Lee 
 

Funeral:                                                                
17.08.2017  Sheila Anne Sims 
30.08.2017  Michael Anthony Di Marco 
01.09.2017  Gavion Nino Palitta 
13.09.2017  Peter O’Brien 
 
 

Anniversary List:   
 
01.09.12 John Francis Carney 03.09.16 Marion Feegrade 
04.09.16 Pamela Hollands  09.09.14 Kathleen Nash 
15.09.12 Marie Powell  16.09.15 Janina Marciniak 
23,09,12 James Loach  23.09.13 Joan Keohane 
26.10.14 Douglas Springate 27.09.12 Michael O’Neill 
27.09.15 Edith Holloway  30.09.15 Martin Dante 
06.10.15 Mary O’Neill  19.10.13 Jean Champ 
24.10.15 Michael Taylor  29.10.15 Thelma Brier       
30.10.14 Eileen James 
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Books of the Bible 
 
JUDGES 
 
The book of Judges is composed of stories from the lawless 
period of Israel’s history, between the invasion of Canaan and the 
establishment of the monarchy. 
 
These stories are about the exploits of national heroes (called 
Judges) most of whom were military leaders, rather than Judges in 
the judicial sense. One of the better known is Samson. 
 
The great lesson of the book is that Israel’s survival depended on 
loyalty to God, while disloyalty always led to disaster. However, 
even when the nation was disloyal to God, and disaster came; 
God was always ready to save the people when they repented and 
turned back to him. 
 
Taken from The Good News bible 
 
Anthony Roberts 

 

 

Sunday Mornings 

Please come along and meet your fellow parishioners for a cup of 
coffee (or tea!) after the 10.30am Mass at St Thomas’ on a 
Sunday.  Everyone very welcome and it’s a good way to make 
friends and get to know people. 
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Editors Note: 
I hope you all had a good summer and now autumn has arrived 
with a vengeance.  We seem to be changing from very cold to 
warm again since I started putting the magazine together.  Our 
crazy weather! 
 
Our warmest congratulations go to Fr Adams on his 50 years in 
the Priesthood, quite an achievement.  His celebration was a 
lovely occasion and the weather was beautiful. 
 
Thank you all for your contributions to this month’s magazine, we’ll 
be getting ready for Christmas when the next one comes out, so 
please do see if you can find something interesting to go in it for 
me.   
 
Copy date for the next magazine, the November/December issue, 
will be around the middle of October. 
 
Alma Payne 
Editor – Parish Magazine 
E-mail: almapayne1@gmail.com  Tel: 01634 362896 
 
 
From Russian Astronaut, Alexei Leonov. 

What struck me most was the silence!  It was a great silence 
unlike any I have encountered on earth – so vast and deep that 
I began to hear my own body – my heart beating, my blood 
vessels pulsing, even the rustle of my muscles moving over each 
other seemed audible.  There were more stars in the sky than 
I had expected – the sky was deep black.  Yet at the same 
time, bright with sunlight.  The earth was small, light blue, and, 
so touchingly alone … our Here home that must be defended 
like a holy relic … the earth was absolutely round … I believe I 
never knew what the word ‘round’ meant until I saw the earth 
from space. 
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Extracts from Clifford’s Travel Diary 

Friday, 21st July – Bad Ems 
 
We had time for a short trip up the Rhine to the R Lahn. This is a 
picture postcard river with no commercial traffic. We made our way 
up to Bad Ems which is well known as a bathing centre. Alongside 
facilities were sparse and we eventually tied up on a “landing 
stage” only about a metre wide. We took the cable car to the top of 
the tree clad hillside to enjoy the views. Here we were, at the 
“height of the season”, and hardly a soul in sight?  

Bad Ems & the River Lahn            Spa Town – Bad Ems 

So now back to Koblenz ready to make the journey north down the 
Rhine and then east to Hanover and Wolfsburg. Coming up the 
Rhine I was achieving 7 kph over the ground [SOG] and now 
going down it was 18 kph SOG. I was now joined by my good 
friends Alan and Josie who had brought Luke, one of my 
grandsons. 
 
Monday, 24th July – Koblenz to Cologne 
 
This was a very attractive yet busy part of the Rhine with much 
barge and large passenger cruisers plying up and down the Rhine 
from Amsterdam to Switzerland or Hamburg and Berlin. There are 
parts of the river where the commercial vessels “blue board”. The 
normal “Rule of the Road” is for vessels to pass “red to red” but on 
occasions they wish to pass “green to green” and in this instance 
they must display a “blue board” with a flashing white light in the 
centre. This can be for short sections or long sections of the river.  
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The current downriver can be +7 kph and you can see the buoys 
bending and straining on their chains. 

 

       
      Barney loves the water        The Moselle meets the Rhine 
 
Tuesday, 25th July – Cologne [Kőln] to Dusseldorf 
 
I was again joined by the Thűrbach family, Kai, Katrina, Peter Otto, 
Luise and Marie for the trip to Dusseldorf. It poured with rain most 
of the way, but we had an enjoyable lunch on board and the 
children enjoyed driving the boat. We secured in Dusseldorf in the 
marina by the television tower with its laser beams lighting the sky 
after dark. 

 
 

Thűrbach family, Luke and Barney        Dusseldorf City Marina 
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The quandary now was which route to take. The Rhein-Herne-
Kanal very commercial and heavy industry through the Rhur; the 
Wesel-Datteln-Kanal, I understood this kanal ran through pleasant 
rural countryside; alternatively down to Arnhem with the fast 
flowing Rhine and up and through the Netherlands to the 
Dortmund Ems Kanal at Haren. In the end I decided on the  
Wesel-Datteln-Kanal where we experienced long delays, up to 2 
hours, at some locks due to maintenance. The commercial barges 
all have priority at the locks. 
 

  
 
Thursday, 27th July – Dortmund Ems Kanal 
 
We joined the Dortmund Ems Kanal passing through fertile 
farmlands and interesting small towns. The only lock was at 
Műnster and one of the first with floating bollards which go up or 
down with you as the lock is filled or emptied. Műnster, badly 
bombed in World War ll, its rebuilt cathedral has at its entrance a 
stone from the equally badly damaged Coventry Cathedral as a 
symbol of forgiveness. Here we also crossed the R Werse by an 
aqueduct. 
 
Friday, 28th July – Mittellandkanal 
 
The Mittelandkanal is a major axis of the German waterway 
system running west to east. The kanal enables barges to travel 
from the Netherlands, France or Switzerland to Poland or the  
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eastern Baltic. It is 325 km and from the junction of the Dortmund-
Ems Kanal there are only three locks, the Anderten at Km 174 with 
a rise and fall of 15 meters, Sűlfeld at Km 237 with a rise and fall 
of 9 meters and Hohenwarthe at Km 325 with a rise and fall of 
18.6 meters. There are a number of aqueducts crossing roads or 
rivers below. There is a fairly steady flow of barges and push tows 
[a powerful tug pushing between 1 & 6 barges]. 
 
Sunday, 30th July – Hanover 
 
At Idensen, a small rural yachthafen 15 km from Hanover, we 
woke to a violent thunder and lightning storm which raged around 
us. About an hour later the storm passed and we enjoyed a day of  
+ 30⁰C, sun and blue skies and journeyed on to Hanover. The 
Yachthafen Hanover was the first marina since Luxemburg with a 
washing machine, but no dryer and in the warm weather the boat 
looked like a Chinese laundry. 

 

                Chinese Laundry    Sunset at Hanover 

August sees me going to Wolfsburg to visit the Volkswagen 
factory, then Hamburg where Alan, Josie and my grandson Luke 
leave. I will then be joined by Bob and Jean and continue to 
Potsdam and Berlin and then the journey home………. 

Clifford Mickleburgh 
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